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R
olf E

nström
 achieved his breaktrough as a

com
poser w

ith the m
ultim

edia piece "M
Y

R
" at

the 1979 IS
C

M
 F

estival in A
thens. S

ince then he
has produced frequently perform

ed tape
com

positions like S
lutförbannelser, T

jidtjag &
T

jidtjaggaise (P
rix Itali 1987) - together w

ith
T

hom
as H

ellsing - a succession of w
idely

noticed video program
m

es (bildspel).

V
igil, com

posed in 1994 for the S
tockholm

S
axophone Q

uartet, w
as com

m
issioned by the

S
w

edish N
ational C

oncert Institute and prem
ie-

red during the S
tockholm

 E
lectronic M

usic
F

estival that year.

It is E
nström

's first w
ork using the N

eX
T

com
puter w

ith IS
P

W
 (Ircam

 signal P
rocessing

W
orkstation ). T

he synthophoneist processes a
pre-recorded tape voice w

ith the aid of IS
P

W
,

w
hich enables him

 to control both feedback and
distortion.

F
or the prem

ière perform
ance the com

poser
w

rote:  " . .even if w
hat I m

ean by V
igil differs

from
 w

hat C
oltrane m

eant by it, it can on the
other hand very w

ell agree w
ith w

hat B
rötzm

ann
m

ight m
ean. Tone quality - a process w

hich is
m

onitored and controlled - a balance influenced
by the energy of the m

om
ent, m

ay becom
e the

form
 of the piece".

G
öran B

ergendahl
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